
GROWTH & PROSPERITY SCRUTINY PANEL 
 
24 June 2019  
 
Meeting commenced: 6.00 p.m. 
      “  ended: 7.30 p.m. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Sharpe  –  in the Chair 
  Councillors August, Critchley, Dickman, R. Garrido, Hesling, Nkurunziza, Ward, Weir and 

Wheeler. 
 
  Councillor Antrobus  – Lead Member for Planning & Sustainable Development 
 
OFFICERS: Chris Smith  – Group Engineer, Highways Design, Urban Vision 
  Peter Openshaw – Assistant Director Environment & Community Safety 
  Claire Edwards  – Democratic Services 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE: 

Graeme Langton 
Clare Ovey 

 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Jolley and Lewis, and on behalf of 
Councillor Jones, Executive Support Member for Transport. 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. INCLUSION OF ITEMS LISTED IN PARTS 1 AND 2 OF THE AGENDA 
 

A discussion took place regarding the inclusion of Item 6, Manchester North West Quadrant Study 
Update, under Part 2 of the agenda following which it was agreed that consideration would be given 
to the report under Part 1 of the meeting. 

 
RESOLVED: THAT the report in relation to the Manchester North West Quadrant Study Update be 
considered under Part 1 of the meeting. 

 
4. TOWER BLOCK FIRE SAFETY UPDATE  

 
Members noted the written update in respect of this matter that had been provided along with copies 
of the May and June editions of the News Updates to residents. 
 
Mr. Langton addressed the Panel during which he made reference to the following issues – 
 

� With regard to the fire that had occurred at Salix Court on 17th January 2019, on which floor 
did the fire start, which floors were affected and were those floors completely evacuated? 

 
� He had believed that a full evacuation of the building would take place in the event of a fire – 

when did this policy change and who changed it?  Why had consultation not been undertaken 
in respect of this matter? 

 



� He requested that he be provided with a copy of the evacuation procedures for each of the 
tower blocks in the Pendleton area. 
 

� Councillor Merry having made contradictory statements regarding issues in relation to the 
windows.  He referred to residents having been informed that they could only vent their 
windows and not open them as they had been designed to be opened.  Not being able to 
open the windows as they had been designed and keys being required for the windows 
presented a fire risk.  Residents were being asked to sign a document indicating that if the 
windows are opened and they break, residents would be liable to prosecution and cost. 
 

� A type of fan convector heater having been incorrectly installed in some bathrooms. 
 
Discussion took place by Panel Members which included reference to the following – 
 

• Concern regarding the lack of progress in respect of the removal/replacement of the cladding, 
other corrective fire safety works (fire doors, et.) and the installation of sprinklers.  Members 
asked to be provided with timescales in respect of the above works with regard to each of the 
nine tower blocks. 

 
• A request for the Panel to be provided with the fire evacuation procedure in respect of each of 

the nine tower blocks. 
 

RESOLVED: THAT responses be sought in respect of the above-mentioned issues and provided to 
Mr. Langton and Members of the Panel. 
 

5. SALFORD INNOVATION PARK 
 
Peter Openshaw presented a Briefing Note in respect of Salford Innovation Park which provided 
information in respect of the following – 
 
� Background 
� Occupancy 
� Financial Position 
� University of Salford and Crescent Masterplan 
� Management Guidelines 

o Area 1 
o Area 2 
o Area 3 
o Salford Innovation Forum 
o Remainder of the estate 

� Rental Offer 
� Issues 

o Winders Way 
o Manchester Science Parks 

� Summary in relation to Members’ Questions 
 
Discussion took place during which reference was made to the following – 
 
• Concern regarding the performance of Salford Innovation Park since its acquisition by the 

Council in terms of it having failed to reach its expected potential, due to the letting of units not 
having been at the level expected which had in turn reduced income.  Discussion took place 



regarding the costs incurred as a result of the high void levels on the estate and the 
arrangements in respect of business rates. 
 

• Concern regarding the lack of progress that had been made since this matter was considered by 
the Panel two years previously, at which time reference had been made to the University and 
Crescent Masterplan aiming to revive the fortunes of Salford Innovation Park in the long-term. 
 

• With regard to the new management guidelines which included only short-term agreements being 
granted in parts of the estate, concern was expressed that this would result in businesses leaving 
the city.  It was established that in such situations, work was undertaken with the business 
concerned with a view to identifying suitable alternative accommodation.  It was indicated that a 
number of businesses requiring short term lettings had moved to another part of the estate. 

 
RESOLVED: THAT the content of the report and comments be noted. 

 
6. MANCHESTER NORTH WEST QUADRANT STUDY UPDATE 
 

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place which provided an update on the 
development of the North West Quadrant study commissioned by the Department for Transport and 
the emerging early options for possible highway and public transport improvements. 
 
Chris Smith presented the report which provided details in respect of the following – 
 
� Introduction and Background 

o The objectives were outlined as follows: 
• To facilitate and support the delivery of the Northern Powerhouse by ensuring the 

North West Quadrant of the M60 enables transformational growth in employment, 
housing and economic output. 

• To improve journey times, reliability, safety and resilience across the study area. 
• To improve connectivity for all users so they are able to access education, 

employment, business and leisure opportunities. 
• To minimise adverse impacts on the environment and maximise opportunities for a 

net improvement to the environment particularly to air quality and noise across the 
study area. 

o In November 2016, the DfT published the Manchester North West Quadrant Study report 
drawing together their findings into four possible packages of improvements which formed 
the basis of previous briefings to Members: 

• Northern Corridor 
• Outer Orbital Corridor 
• In-Corridor 
• Public Transport Max – an integrated package of pubic transport measures but 

without the need for any highway interventions.  This option was subsequently 
abandoned as it failed to meet the objectives of the study. 

o In Summer 2018, Highways England appointed consultants to further develop the In-
Corridor option.  This followed an assessment of the initial packages which concluded that 
an optimised In-Corridor package represented the best performing package overall. 

� Potential Impact on Salford 
� Next Steps 

 
Councillor Antrobus shared with the Panel his concerns regarding a lack of openness and transparency 
in respect of the process that had been undertaken with regard to the study.  He made particular 



reference to the ‘Public Transport Max’ option having been abandoned and the preferred package 
having been announced without consultation having taken place with the Council or with the public.  He 
also referred to the proposals relating to modelling current behaviour, rather than focusing on changing 
people’s behaviour in the future in terms of increasing the use of public transport. 
 
Discussion took place during which reference was made to the following – 
 

� Concern regarding a lack of vision in respect of the proposals which appeared to ‘tinker around 
the edges’ and did not make reference to how they would link in with other forms of transport. 
 

� The need for a transport improvement strategy, to include all modes of transport, with a view to 
delivering real change. 
The plans need to integrate more closely with the Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2040 
and associated documents which, alongside the Greater Manchester Mayor’s vision for the future 
of public transport, set out a vision for the future of the transport network in the region across all 
transport modes.  Transport for Greater Manchester are working closely with both Salford and 
Highways England to progress this work and key plans to improve the public transport network in 
Salford are included in these documents.  However, Highways England’s budget for the whole 
country from 2020-25 is £25.3Bn and is limited to investment in the motorway network only, 
making it difficult to deliver integrated transport proposals with other modes. 
 

� Concern that the process had not been as inclusive as it could have been in terms of public 
engagement/consultation.  Reference was made to the next steps outlined in the report which 
indicated that stakeholder meetings would be taking place later in 2019 and a public consultation 
on the proposals would be undertaken during 2020. 
 

� The proposals appearing to help people to travel through Salford more quickly, rather than 
benefitting the environment, the economy or people living and working in the city. 
 

� Discussion about the importance of resolving the issues at Junction 13 (Southbound), Worsley.  
Chris Smith indicated that the operation of Junctions 12, 13 and 14 would be reviewed as part of 
the North West Quadrant Study, the results of which were due to be available later in the year.  
Members also mentioned the challenging traffic conditions experienced in Walkden and Little 
Hulton and the need to continue to look at the capacity from the M602 to the Mancunian Way 
which was not part of the current study.   

 
RESOLVED: THAT the content of the report and comments be noted, and the Panel be kept up to 
date with future progress. 

 
7. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 20th May be included on the agenda for 
consideration at the next meeting. 
 

8. DRAFT WORK PROGRAMME 
 
The Chair reported that consideration was to be given to the development of the Panel’s Work 
Programme for 2019/20 at the next meeting.   

 
9. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 
Monday 22 July 2019, 6:00 p.m. (Briefing for Panel Members at 5:30 p.m.) 
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GROWTH & PROSPERITY SCRUTINY PANEL 
 
22nd July 2019  
 
Meeting commenced: 6.00 p.m. 
      “  ended: 7.35 p.m. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Lewis – in the Chair 
  Councillors August, Critchley, R. Garrido, Jolley, Nkurunziza, Sharpe, Ward, Weir and 

Wheeler. 
 
  Councillor Antrobus – Lead Member for Planning & Sustainable Development 
 
OFFICERS: Kurt Partington - Head of Development, Regeneration & Development 
  Sarah Ashurst  - Group Leader (Investment) 
  Claire Edwards  – Democratic Services 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Dickman and Hesling, and on behalf 
of Councillor Kelly (Lead Member for Housing & Neighbourhoods) and Councillor Jones (Executive 
Support Member for Transport). 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Councillor R. Garrido declared an interest in respect of Minute 5 (Tower Block Fire Safety) due to him 
being a Member of ForViva Board. 

 
3. PLACE BUSINESS PLAN 
 

Kurt Partington and Sarah Ashurst presented the Place Draft Business Plan 2019 – 2020 which 
included information with regard to the following – 
 
� Salford Growth Context 

o GVA £5bn set to double in the next decade 
o Fastest growing economy in Manchester 

 
� Place annual outputs 

 
� Place vision 

o ‘Serving Salford’ 
 

� Place strategic priorities 
 

� Place budgets 
o Capital Budget 2019-2020 
o Revenue Budgets 2019-2020 
o Reduction in expenditure over the last 6 years (£21.975m) 

 
� Draft business action plan 

o Tackling Poverty & Inequality 
o Economic Development 
o Housing 
o Transport 
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� How we will manage this 

o Risks 
o Performance measures 
o Finance 
o Workforce 

 
� Place performance indicators / measures 
 
� Place senior leadership structure 
 
� Teams to deliver this 

 
It was indicated that the document provided a high level overview and was intended to be a fluid, 
working progress document that could be adapted as situations changed and new opportunities 
arose.  Some Members expressed concern regarding a lack of detail included in the plan.  They also 
expressed confusion regarding the purpose of the document due to it containing both high level 
aspirations and measurable targets.  Other Members felt that the level of the document was 
appropriate, providing the opportunity for the Panel to select items that they would like to consider in 
more detail.   

 
It was suggested that the document was more of a strategic plan, or programme overview, rather 
than a business plan and that it would be useful for an introduction to be included explaining its 
purpose and indicating that it related to a much longer timeframe than that of the reporting period.  
Reference was made to the priorities included within the document and it was suggested that links to 
the relevant strategies, containing information regarding targets and key milestones, be included. 

 
Further discussion took place which included reference to the following – 
 
� With regard to Place Strategic Priorities (page 6), it was suggested that ForViva be included 

within the final bullet point. 
 

� With regard to Place Budgets (page 7), it was indicated that the Panel would continue to receive 
budget monitoring reports on a regular basis. 
 

� With regard to Transport, a suggestion that reference be made to the North West Quadrant 
Study.  Councillor Antrobus believed the current wording to be sufficiently comprehensive – 
‘Continue to work with TfGM, GMCA, Highways England and bus and rail operators to support 
the creation of a fully integrated public transport system, reducing the need for interchange, 
improving journey time reliability and supporting healthier travel.  This includes the development 
of capacity on our Metrolink and rail systems as well as enhancing bus travel, while recognising 
the importance of maintaining and making best use of our local roads and strategic highways.’  
He indicated that he would discuss the matter with Councillor Jones. 

 
� The inclusion of the services currently provided by Urban Vision that would be returning to the 

Council in the future.  It was indicated that the document would be reviewed on a continuous 
basis with additional services being incorporated as required. 

 
� With regard to the provision of new homes, it was suggested that consideration be given to how 

progress in terms of deliverability could be mapped through this process.  It was indicated that 
this would be covered by the Housing Strategy and Action Plan.  Andrew Leigh, Head of 
Housing, would be attending a future meeting of the Panel with a report on the delivery of 
affordable housing and a draft Housing Strategy for the city was currently being worked on.   
 

� With regard to economic development, it was suggested that a reference to town centre 
regeneration/investment be included. 
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� The impacts of high growth as a result of investment that is brought into the city in terms of 
population growth leading to more pressure and reliance on services.  Benefits to the Council 
included increased planning fee income and Section 106 contributions.  Reference was made to 
the quarterly reports circulated to all Members in respect of Section 106 contributions. 

 
RESOLVED:  (1) THAT the content of the document and the above discussion be noted with 
thanks to Kurt Partington and Sarah Ashurst for their attendance. 

 
(2) THAT consideration be given to (a) the inclusion of an introduction within 

the document setting out its purpose and indicating that it relates to a much longer timeframe than 
that of the reporting period, and (b) the priorities within the document including links to the relevant 
strategies containing targets and key milestones. 

 
4. SERVICE GROUP PRIORITIES TO INFORM WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2019/20 
 

Following the presentation received in respect of Item 3 (Place Business Plan), it was agreed that the 
Chair and Deputy Chair would liaise with officers with a view to a Draft Work Programme being 
circulated with the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

 
5. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION – TOWER BLOCK FIRE SAFETY 
 

An update regarding Tower Block Fire Safety was submitted to the Panel together with a response to 
issues that had been raised by Mr. Langton. 
 
Discussion took place during which reference was made to – 
 
- A request for a firm indication to be provided as to when the removal/replacement of the cladding 

would be taking place in respect of each of the blocks. 
 
- A request for a date to be provided as to when the installation of sprinklers was to commence. 
 
RESOLVED:THAT the items for information be noted and responses be sought in respect of the 
above matters. 

 
6. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2019 be approved as a correct 
record, and the minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2019 be included on the agenda for 
consideration at the next meeting. 
 

7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the date of the next meeting be moved to Monday 30 September 2019, 6:00 p.m. 
(Briefing for Panel Members at 5:30 p.m.) 
 


